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Phase 1: The sorcerer's apprentice
Pi is a professor but of what?
Pi, to name but a few, is a doctor,

a surgeon, a dentist, a musician,

a mountain climber, a techie, an
educator, a traveller; in short,

a polymath. He is an expert in
everything.A remarkable change
occurred in professor Pi's illus-
trious life, in correlation with the
shape of his nose. In the beginning
professor Pi was a sorcerer's ap-
prentice, experimenting with the
ordinary world. He examined the
laws of nature and manipulated
them to suit his needs. He knotted
the streams of water in the shower,
fished the ripples out of a lake,
pulled the sea by the tideline onto
the beach, tamed a single wave, and
made a cloud rain indoors. In the
drawings Pi pushes the boundaries
of the artist: he reaches the end of
the vanishing point, picks the speed
lines out of the air when he goes fast
and moves a candle by nudging the
shadow it casts.

Phase 2: The world gone mad
'The well-ordered cosmos is turned
upside down by Pi's interventions:
a monstrous universe no longer
controlled by its creator. The ele-
ments break free, flora and fauna go
off the rails, machines go haywire.
Deviations suddenly become the
norm. Masked dogs, a megaphone
speaking in flowers, a cactus protect-
ing itself with barbed wire, a skull-

phone, cherubs with the measles.

The anomaly

The world's transformation is ac-
companied by a change of behavior
in Pi. From a sorcerer's apprentice
he mutates into an observer, flabber-
gasted by the metamorphoses he has
brought about. Pi evolves from an
unstable factor in a stagnant society
to an anchor in the chaos. The
change occurs in the 1000th comic
story. It's striking that the more the
environment comes apart at the
seams, also stylistically, the blacker
Pi's contours get.

In 1990 he began making digital collages

Pi's nose

The about-face in the interaction
between Piand the world may have
a simple cause. Initially, the strip
had a classic three-panel division.
But when Van den Born discovered
he could deliver the gag in just one
picture, the landscape began to
take over. The transition was com-
plemented by a spectacular change
in Pi's nose. In the first strips, Pi
has a sharp, hooked nose, but the
more unhinged the mundane world
gets, while Pi changes from a 'nutty
professor' into a bewildered specta-
tor, the rounder and smaller his

nose becomes (from strip #250).
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